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November 25, 2011
The 2011-12 school year started almost 3 months ago (hard to believe). November finds us  settled into our daily tasks and preparing for the “hectic” holiday season. We are happy to see more smiles than tears on the faces of our new students. Our staff works hard to develop an environment where children are busy, challenged and interested, a place they feel safe and secure, somewhere they want to be. Through constant reassessment we can constantly adapt and change our ways to meet the requirements of each new group. When this is done it is amazing to see how quickly children adjust to and accept new environments, routines and caregivers.

At this time we are pleased to let you know that the Centre is running almost at licensed capacity.
Our fall fundraiser had a small number of participants: 27 families out of 70 plus. The orders are expected to arrive shortly.  The winner of the Grand Prize, a $50 gift card to Mastermind is the Cory family. We thank you very much. Well done Samantha! Many thanks to all who participated. Every order, big or small will help us enhance our program through additional field trips, workshops music and other activities. We will also be sending a part of the profit to Sickkids Foundation, something we do every year.
On November 11th Senior Kindergartens helped to make Remembrance Day at Resthaven Retirement and Chronic Care facility a touching and memorable experience. (We resumed our intergenerational program this fall. Kindergartens will be visiting Seniors every second Thursday of the month plus on special occasions. I.e. they will perform our Holiday play on December 23rd). 

During the program children were invited to lay the poppy wreath that they made with the other tributes. Than each of the twenty veterans in attendance were presented with a handmade card to say thank you for their service, bravery and sacrifice, and to confirm how much it is appreciated by those who enjoy the freedom today. 

During our Music Classes we are practicing and preparing for the Winter Holiday Concert that will take place on Wednesday, December 14th at 10 am. Performers need to be here no later than 9:00 am dressed in festive clothing of your choice. Traditional red/green and white palette of colours is preferred. With each practice children feel more comfortable with the material chosen for the concert, and their level of enjoyment increases daily. 

Children who are not in attendance on Wednesdays are welcome to come to the concert with their parents and enjoy refreshments afterwards. Santa and his helper will visit us on Monday, December 19 at 10 am. Children will enjoy a short Holiday Magic Show (by Christopher Starr, The Magic Jester) receive their gift (see “GIFTS” paragraph below) and have a picture opportunity with Santa. Please send your child to school in a festive outfit.  
GIFTS

This tradition dates back to Holiday Season of 1984, our first at B.P.C. Please purchase a gift (for your child from Santa Claus) valued up to $10. Hand the wrapped or bagged and labeled gift discreetly to one of your child’s classroom teachers by Friday, December 16th. The gifts 
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will be distributed by Santa the following Monday, and you a designated staff member will take   pictures.
REMINDERS

· spare clothes must be available daily to all children

· a box of wipes in every child’s cubby will help children avoid irritation caused by dry paper tissue used to wipe seasonal “running nose”

· seasonal changes must be reflected in the contents of your child’s school bag

· please remember to check with Lynn if your child’s fever meds need to be replaced or replenished.

· children of Kindergarten age, Junior and Senior must incorporate a minimum of 20 minutes of reading time into their daily schedule. Pointing to the letters and sounding the words out on each page help children to learn by memory and through phonics 

· please make sure your child’s indoor /outdoor shoes fit him/her properly. Check periodically if shoes still fit. Footwear that is too big leads to unnecessary accidents that could be easily avoided
  To help us keep our Centre clean please remove your winter footwear at the bottom of the stairs (if your child attends Junior or Pre-School room) or at the main entrance (if your child attends KG room).
DATES to REMEMBER
December 14th: Winter Concert, starts at 10 am. Junior Room. Please join us for refreshments  KG Room(after the Concert)
December 16th: Wrapped Gifts are due today.  

December 16: Staff Holiday Dinner ( please let us enjoy an evening without “late pickups”. 
December 19th. Santa‘s visit. 10:00 am 

December 20st: Holiday Brunch. Check our menu on the main info board
December 26th: Centre will be closed. Boxing Day

December 27th: Centre is closed in lieu of Xmas Day
December 30th: Centre will close at 1 pm in lieu of Xmas and New Year’s eves half day closure policy 

January 2: we are closed in lieu of New Year’s Day
FEES

Fees in December are due on December 8th and 22nd. For convenience only we are asking you to kindly bring both cheques here for the 8th of December. The amounts on your December 22nd cheque will need to reflect an increase that will come into effect as of December 27th. A detailed letter regarding this matter is attached.

As we continue to decorate our school and practice for the December 14th concert we would like to wish you a happy and healthy Holiday Season and the New Year that will start in slightly over a month.

Zina and Staff.

